
A Kenya Mission Network Reading List 

A variety of resources on Kenyan issues and mission in general. 

 

Missiology 

Bosch, David J.  Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.  1991; 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2011. Widely acknowledged as the most important work of missiology in 
the later 20th century, this work traces the changing conception of mission from Biblical times to 
the present.  An overriding point is that mission is not a latter development of the church, an 
enterprise the church can engage in once it is established, but rather that the church itself is 
mission. 
 
Jones, E. Stanley.  The Christ of the Indian Road.  London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1926.  Called 
to India not as a lawyer but as a witness, still less as a “creed monger,” Jones wants to introduce 
a person rather than a doctrine to Indians, a Christ without Christianity, in India dress on the 
Indian road, like the poor he came to serve.  A powerful case for inculturation. 

Sunquist, Scott and Nancy L. Becker, eds.  A History of Presbyterian Missions: 1944-2007.  
Geneva, 2008.  A discussion by topic and region of our church’s efforts in the field. 

Walls, Andrew.  The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in the Transmission of 
Faith.  Orbis, 1996.  A series of essays on issues in missiology; especially good treatments in 
chapter 6 on translation as the fundamental fact of Christianity (the word made flesh) and 
chapters 14 and 15 on the contributions of missionaries to cross-cultural learning. 

 

History, Journalism 

Anderson, David.  Histories of the Hanged: The Dirty War in Kenya and the End of Empire.  
Norton, 2005.  An account of the policy of detention during the Emergency. 

Etherington, Norman, ed.  Missions and Empire.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005.  A collection of 
essays exploring the complicated connection between the British Empire (of which Kenya was a 
part) and Christian mission, which were sometimes complementary but more often at odds with 
each other and far from congruent. 
 
Griswold, Eliza.  The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and 
Islam. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010.  This book looks at coexistence and conflict between 
these two world faiths around the globe.  She discusses the book in a 40-minute video on 
youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-QP18SRipc. 
 
Hollinger, David A.  Protestants Abroad: How Missionaries Tried to Change the World but 
Changed America.  Princeton, 2017.  A study of the influence of the generation of missionaries 
and their children just before and after World War II on various aspects of American culture:  
politics, education, literature.  Hollinger argues that missionaries were early multiculturalists 



whose energies turned from evangelism to social service and who educated America about other 
faiths.  C-SPAN aired a panel discussion of the book:  https://www.c-span.org/video/?430393-
4/roundtable-discussion-protestants-abroad. 

Jenkins, Philip.  The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity.  3rd ed.  Oxford 
2011.  How Christianity looks as its center of gravity shifts to the south. 

Kenyatta, Jomo.  Facing Mount Kenya (1938).  The fruit of Kenyatta’s study in England, this is 
an anthropological investigation of his Kikuyu culture. 

Meredith, Martin.  The Fate of Africa.  A History of the Continent Since Independence.   A 2011 
update of the 2005 readable history of modern Africa, with chapters on Kenya. 

Rawlence, Ben.  City of Thorns: Nine Lives in the World's Largest Refugee Camp. Random 
House, 2015.  Experience inside a camp housing Somalis inside Kenya. 

Wrong, Michaela.  It’s Our Turn to Eat.  Harper, 2009.  A contemporary study of governmental 
corruption in Kenya with much insight into the country’s contemporary culture. 

 

Literature, film 

Black Robe (1991).  A film about the encounter between French Jesuits and native Canadians.  
Based on and I think an improvement on a 1985 novel by Brian Moore, which is still well worth 
reading.  Both novel and film offer a nuanced view of this meeting of cultures. 

Dinesen, Isaak.  Out of Africa (1937) and Shadows in the Grass (1960).  Classic meditations on 
colonial Kenya. 

Endo, Shusaku. Silence (1966).  A novel about Jesuit missionaries in 16th-century Japan.  A 
profound study of a crisis of faith just recently (2016) made into a film by Martin Scorsese 
(which I haven’t seen, because I ordinarily don’t see film versions of novels I admire). 

Hemingway, Ernest.  The Green Hills of Africa.  A log of hunting expeditions in East Africa. 

Huxley, Elspeth.  The Flame Trees of Thika (1959).  The first instalment of beautifully written 
memoirs of a childhood in colonial Kenya, followed by The Mottled Lizard (1962). 

Leakey, Lewis.  White African: An Early Autobiography (1937) and By the Evidence (1974). The 
very readable memoirs of the anthropologist, discoverer of the Lucy fossils.  The son of an 
English missionary, born in Kenya, Leakey spoke Kikikuyu before he spoke English. 

Mathai, Wangari.  Unbowed (2006).  The 2004 Nobel Peace Prize-winning Kenyan reviews a 
career in activism that creatively combined feminism and environmentalism. 

McCutcheon, Robert.  Review essay of Essays in honour of Wole Soyinka at 80, edited by Ivor 
Agyeman-Duah and Ogochukwu Promise/Chinua Achebe: tributes and reflections, edited by 
Nana Ayebia Clarke and James Currey/Approaches to the teaching the works of Ngugi wa 



Thiong'o, edited by Oliver Lovesey.  Journal of the African Literature Association, 10.2, 2016.  
Survey of three major African writers raising basic issues about postcolonial Africa. 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o.  The River Between.  First work by Kenya’s leading novelist.  Written while 
he was in college, it is short and somewhat simplistic but still engaging in its story about the 
call—described in Biblical terms—of a young Kenyan to civic service. 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o.  The Wizard of the Crow.  His most recent novel.  Much different (even 
postmodern) in style, a (lengthy) fantasy-satire of life in modern Kenya.  A better novel, 
however. 

Shreve, Anita.  A Change in Altitude (2009).  A popular novel set in Kenya that I haven’t gotten 
to.  The reviews seem favorable. 

 

Internet resources 

BBC Africa News Service:  http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa 

Kenya Daily Nation: https://www.nation.co.ke/ 

PC(USA) World Mission Page: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/ 

 

 


