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Short term mission 







* The U.S. has higher rates of homicides from guns 
than Pakistan. At 4.5 deaths per 100,000 people, 
the U.S. rates aren’t much lower than gun 
homicide rates in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (5.2 deaths per 100,000 people). Annually, 
the U.S. has about two fewer gun homicide 
deaths per 100,000 people than Iraq, which has 
6.5 deaths per 100,000.

Gun homicide rates in US compared 
to other notably “violent” countries 





Kenya Travel Warning
Last Updated: November 10, 2015 
The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. 
citizens of the risk of traveling to Kenya. U.S. 
citizens in Kenya, and those considering travel 
to Kenya, should be aware of continuing and 
recently heightened threats from terrorism and 
the high rate of violent crime in some 
areas. This replaces the Travel Warning of May 
13, 2015, to update information regarding the 
change of travel restrictions for United States 
government personnel within the country.







* Clear trip goals & motivations
* On-the-ground leaders
* Careful planning
* Interview and selection process
* Emphasis on relationships, 

learning and reflection
* Teambuilding and orientation 
* Guidelines for on the ground
* Follow-up

Short Term Mission  Trip Foundations



Clear goals & motivations









On-the-ground leaders







Flexibility and Putting Yourself in the 
Hands of Your Partner is Key

“Or dispatched group 
learned the value of 
making adjustments as 
our expected 
destination changed … 
twice. We ultimately 
found ourselves 
scrambling to catch a 
boat to Bukavu in South 
Kivu province. 



Careful planning



Application Process

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Name (as it appears on your passport):  ____________________________________________________ 

Name (as you prefer to be addressed):  ____________________________________________________ 

Birth Date:  _________________________  T-shirt size (circle one):       S      M      L      XL      XXL      XXXL 

Occupation/Profession (if student, school name/grade level):  __________________________________ 

Telephone:  ___________________(hm)  ______________________(cell) _____________________(wk) 

E-mail: _____________________________(primary) _________________________________(alternate) 

Mailing Address at Home: _______________________________________________________________ 



Communicating Safety Concerns

The US State Department puts out warnings for travelers to 
Eastern Congo due to matters of insecurity. Travel participants 
must feel comfortable with these realities. For safety tips and 
further information on Congo, please visit: 
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/dem
ocratic-republic-of-the-congo-travel-warning.html The leadership 
of the ECC and its member denominations in East Congo welcome 
participants in the PC(USA) Travel Seminar to East Congo. Please 
be assured that they will take every possible precaution to ensure 
that our group has a safe and enjoyable trip.

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-travel-warning.html


Screening Applicants



pcusa.org/missionresources



* pcusa.org/missionresources: Click on “plan a mission trip”
* When God’s People Travel Together (three-volume set for trip 

leaders)
* Downloads: How to decide our destination; Best practices; 10-day 

sample trip schedule 
* Article in The Presbyterian Outlook : pres-outlook.org.  

Search for “Doing short-term mission well”
* Helping without Hurting in Short-term Missions: Leader’s Guide 

by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert
* Partnership facilitators: PC(USA) mission co-workers who work 

with short-term mission trip groups and partnerships

Tools for the journey



Thank you!

Debbie Braaksma
debbie.braaksma@pcusa.org

502-569-5916
1-800-728-7228, ext. 5


