
Sharon Secor Remarks to PCEA 2018 General Assembly 
Good morning and grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

It is my joy to bring you greetings from your partners and friends in the Kenya Mission 
Network, USA.  

The Kenya Mission Network is an interrelated association of Presbyteries, Churches, 
individuals, and mission agencies that are partnered in missions between the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  The Network 
provides a forum to worship together, and exchange ideas, joys, challenges, concerns 
and vision about cross cultural missions.  The work and witness of partnerships are 
encouraged and fortified through the mutual association that occurs at Network 
gatherings, which are scheduled annually. 

The PCEA also believes that the mission of the church cannot be accomplished in 
isolation, that there has to be a deliberate endeavor to concert effort and create 
synergy among the different parties involved in missions. It is for this reason that there is 
an International Partnership Conference every three years in Kenya with an aim of 
evaluating past engagements, establishing the current position and projecting the 
future. 

We gathered together for this conference February 20-23, 2017 in Nairobi at the Milele 
Hotel. The theme for the Conference was “…and let us consider how we will spur each 
other to love and to good works” (Heb. 10.24). There were 88 delegates registered from 
many Presbyteries, agencies, countries and institutions.  

On behalf of the Kenya Mission Network, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Rev. Waihenya and all of the people here who made this International Partnership 
Conference such a success. Our time together was spent being inspired by the 
devotions, the presentations, the discussions, and the small group meetings. Most 
especially, we were able to spend time reuniting with our partners and also meeting 
new people who share our enthusiasm and our vision for spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as we reach out to serve others. We are deeply grateful for our time together at 
Milele. 

February 8 – 10 of this year, we held our Kenya Mission Network gathering in Dallas, 
Texas. The theme was “Doing Mission in a Changing Culture and Political Setting and 
we were blessed to have Rev. Robert Waihenya and Rev. Kamau Thairu join us from the 
PCEA. We thank them for their insights and energy that they brought to our conference 
as we shared mission experiences, new perspectives, fellowship, and worship. 

When considering the partnership between the PCEA and the Kenya Mission Network, I 
am always reminded of one of my favorite passages, Luke 5; 1 – 11. I love it that Jesus 
found the fishermen, at the end of the day, tired from their day of fishing, washing their 
nets, and probably thinking of going home to a meal and a good night’s rest.  



Jesus steps into the boat of Simon, sits down and begins teaching the people who had 
crowded around him. I have to believe that Simon and his friends might have been a 
bit surprised at this development and somewhat wondering, “now, when all I want is to 
go home, confess I caught no fish, eat my dinner and sleep – this happens!” 

And then, just when Jesus finished his teaching, he tells the fishermen to go out fishing 
again. He said, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch,” and even 
though they had worked hard all night and caught nothing, because Jesus asked 
them, they let down their nets.  

Verse 6 & 7 say, “When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that 
their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  

Simon Peter was afraid and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish. 
And then Jesus, in verse 10 says to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch 
men.” 

I know that I have shared this favorite story with some of you before, but it is important 
for me to remember how like much we are like Simon and James and John. 

The Kenya Mission Network thanks God that we can be fishermen with you. We are 
thankful when we follow Jesus and trust his guidance, even when we are tired and 
discouraged, we will go out into deeper waters and when our nets begin to break from 
the fruitfulness of our trust, we will call each other, as partners, to help fill our boats! 

We are thankful that we are in relationship with the PCEA to be called to be fishers of 
men – and women. That we recognize the call to social responsibility to reach people 
as we are the hands of Jesus, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, embracing the 
outcasts. Together we can bring education and shelter and water to people who are 
marginalized. And, we can share the love of our heavenly Father and the saving grace 
of Jesus Christ as we go out as a light into the world in Jesus name. Then together, all 
people can hear the word and sing praises and be equipped to go into the world, also 
as fishers of men. 

We thank God that we have been called as partners in Christ with the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa. And we thank you for the gifts you have brought to us – we have 
learned much about fishing from you! 

And now, with great joy and anticipation, we look forward to what God has in store for 
each of our partnerships and for the encouragement and inspiration that we will find as 
we go forth together, serving in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Thank you 
for being our partners and our friends. 

 


